Recognizing God as the
source of all gifts — both
physical and spiritual — we
seek to be good stewards
by exploring and
developing our gifts so that
we reflect the love of God
and serve God’s people.
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Fall Worship Schedule
Begins September 13
Worship Schedule
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship Service
12:00 Fellowship Time

Qchedule

Thank You Notes

™ s
R ?{(\“\ “~ Thank you for sending me to church camp. This year was
A ey fun. | met a lot of new friends. Heath Turnbaugh
I Thank you. Thanks to the Sunday School department and
the CWF for raising money to send me to camp at Rickman Center in
Jefferson City. | had a lot of fun and am looking forward to next years camp,
I hope. Thanks again. Jonathan Lee

Thanks for helping send me to church camp. | met lots of great people and
spent the week learning about God and his power in my life. | am ready to
go back!! Thanks Reece Carmichael

Thank you to everyone who helped with Vacation Bible School this summer.
Thank you to the pasta cookers, the brownie makers, the spaghetti saucers,
the dish washers, the plate fillers, the cash donators, the cleaner uppers, the
bread toasters, the phone callers, the organizers, the workers, and everybody
that helped make it a great week at Vacation Bible School.

Hi everyone at the church. I'm doing OK here. | will let you all know what is
going on with me. | will send you all some pictures what I'm doing here about
xmas time. So just be cool and | will not forget you all. 1 am just 2 ¥z blocks
away from Lynn and Bill. Yours truly, David Fox
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49 Judson Street

Canton, NY 13617

The Rickman Center continues to be a place that serves diverse retreat,
camp and meeting needs. It is so gratifying to receive gifts from caring
congregations who recognize the important ministries that occur here at
Rickman Center. All gifts given to Rickman work together to further the
primary mission of our Center, which is to be a hospitable and safe place
where Christian spirits can grow!

Thank you for your continuing support.

Bill Ryan, Director
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REQUESTS

Lewis County Nursing Home

Marianna Ash (Sharon Upchurch’s mother);

Polly McDonough, Kline Logsdon

Good Samaritan Nursing Home : Katherine Winn

In the Military : In Iraq:
Kelly Logsdon-Navy (Kim Uhimeyer’s sister)
Jesten Weilbrenner
In Germany:
Dustin Wood (Ben & Delores Wood's grandson)
In the states: Shannon Jenkins (Dick & Sue
Blackmore’s nephew)
Michael Roberts (Sharon Upchurch’s nephew)
Chris Black (Ron & Leona Hinton’s son-in-law)

Other Concerns and Joys:
Rebecca Logsdon
Sydney Mead and family
Avery Uhlmeyer
Susie Welker
Carly Thurston
Mike Bringer, Sr.-back to work and doing well
Matt Pugh
The family of Madeline Peterson-Madeline passed
away on August 10

Department Sign Up

The departments are filling up with
volunteers, but we can still use your help.
The sign up sheets are in fellowship hall.

n #

Fifth Sunday Cluster
Meeting / Singspiration
At Williamstown
Sunday, August 30

6:00

Your gift to the Reconciliation Ministry of the
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) will
empower others to come to the table and
become the gift of reconciliation.

Sample Canton
Thursday September 3rd Sample Canton
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM | Meaders Lounge/C-SC
Discover more about local businesses in Canton at
the annual Sample Canton fair. The church will
have a table at Sample Canton and members of the
church will be greeting students and inviting them
to worship with us. Building relationships with
others is what God wants us to do, and it needs to
be done, one-on-one. If YOU have a love for
young people and you'ld like to be involved, please
call Julie Wright, by Sept. 1 at 288-3848, or
660-341-2249.

SEEE
Choir Rehearsals

Resume

Choir will be resuming very soon. Watch the
bulletin and emails for more information.

New Group Forming

Are you a woman? Are you interested in a Bible
Study/Conversation group? Would you like to
discover the joy of sisterhood? Maxine is looking
into the possibility of beginning a Wednesday
evening group. Possibly once or twice a month, or
more if there is interest. Call the church office if
you are interested or let Maxine know. 288-3018
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Dennis’ Doodles

Why do things have to be so frustrating? Why can't life be simple and easy? Why do so many good people have
pain? These are questions | have often thought of. | have prayed and studied, but no fast easy answers have come.

However, | do know that all people in all times everywhere have suffered. Certainly some people have easier or
harder lives than others, but suffering has always been a part of the human experience. This is true from the most primitive
and godless cultures to the great people of the Bible. Joseph suffered terribly. So did Moses, David, and Daniel. So did
Paul and James. What about Jesus? It should come as no surprise to us when difficulties arrive.

"Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." The
Apostle Paul shares these admonitions with us in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. These three things will help us moment by
moment throughout our day.

Our joys, prayers, and thankfulness should not fluctuate with our circumstances or feelings. Things break down,
people disappoint us, finances disappear, so obeying these three commands -- rejoice, pray without ceasing, and give
thanks -- often goes against our natural inclinations. When we make a conscious decision to do what God says, however,
we will begin to see people in a new perspective. When we do, we will find it easier to be joyful and thankful.

We can not spend all our time in prayer on our knees, but it is possible to have a prayerful attitude in our hearts at
all times. This attitude is built upon acknowledging our dependence on God, realizing his presence within us, and
determining to obey him fully. Then we will find it natural to pray frequent, spontaneous, short prayers. A prayerful attitude
is not a substitute for regular times of prayer but should be an outgrowth of those times.

The Apostle Paul was not teaching that we should thank God for everything that happens to us, but in everything.
Evil does not come from God, so we should not thank him for it. But, when evil strikes, we can still be thankful for God's
presence, and for the good that he can accomplish through the distress.

We get frustrated, pain gets too intense, and we can easily resent God. We clench our fists and grind our teeth and
squint our eyes in rebellion. Why doesn't God fix our problems?

God is not unaware or unaffected by our suffering. He does not leave us to suffer alone. Rather, he is always with
us. He feels our pain. He takes in all our pain. In some mysterious way, God, who is complete and lacks nothing, links
himself with our suffering. Even from heaven, when | hurt, God hurts, and so | no longer cry out, "God why don't you make
it stop hurting?" He is hurting with me. In fact, we must not fail to marvel at how God's coming to us in Jesus the Son is the
most potent way God could and did drink deeply from the bitter waters of human suffering. And, so there must be a reason
for suffering which lies beyond me.

| often wonder if we have not yet begun to see things from God's point of view. The Scripture says, God was in
Christ, reconciling the world to himself' (2 Corinthians 5:19). Where is God when it hurts? He is on the cross, taking to
himself in Christ the pain, agony and terror of all the suffering of all the world for all time.

Pastor Dennis

Worship Home-bound
Date Greeters Flowers Nursery | Leader Elders Communion Deacons-
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Worship Schedule:

SUNDAY MONDAY | TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
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Canton Christian Church (DOC)
51257(3'5?2298?3%{2& Office Hours
8 am-12 pm
cantoncc@adams.net Mon. — Fri.

cantonchristianchurch.org

Sunday Services
Beginning Sept. 13 Food Pantry

9:30 Sunday School 8:00-12:00 Mon. - Fri.

10:45 Worship
Church Staff
Dennis Gartung, Minister
Maxine Hark, Secretary Fred Helsabeck, Organist
Jackie Eisenbeiss, Custodian



